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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Welcome Website: Welcomemn.govoffice2.com
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 6:00p.m. in
the city hall.

Present: Mayor John Newville; Council Members Scot Scheff, Kim Holm, Scott Morrow, Eric
Anderson and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen

Also Present: Gary Koenecke, Sharon Rosen Sentinel, Brian Sandberg Welcome Relief Association,
Bradey Schmidt and Max Longley Public Works

Mayor Newville called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m..

During the open comment section Gary Koenecke commented on the truck parking ordinance stating it is
driving residents crazy. The trucks are sitting idling for extended periods of time making noise that is
bothersome to residents. It was suggested that was a truck is deemed in violation of the noise ordinance
it should be reported to the police.

Motion by Anderson, sec. by Morrow approving the agenda. Anderson-yes, Morrow-yes, Holm-yes,
Scheff-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Anderson, sec. by Holm approving the minutes of the regular meeting of November 1, 2016 as
written and sent to each member for study. Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes, Scheff-yes, Newville-
yes. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Anderson, sec. by Scheff approving the consent agenda consisting of the October paid bills.
Anderson-yes, Scheff-yes, Morrow-yes, Holm-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 5-0.

Brian Sandberg from the relief association is requesting council approval to raise the yearly retirement
benefit amount from $975.00 to $1000.00. With the raise the association has enough money in reserve

to cover every member if the department would fold and all retirements due where paid out. Motion by
Anderson, sec. by Newville approving the raise in the yearly benefit amount from $975.00 to $1000.00
beginning January 1, 2017. Anderson-yes, Newville-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes, Scheff-abstain. Carried
4-0 with one abstaining.

Motion by Morrow, sec. by Anderson to duly adopt Resolution 2016-13 Certify Results for the Tuesday,
November 8, 2016, General Election. Morrow-yes, Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Scheff-yes, Newville-yes.
Carried 5-0.

Motion by Morrow, sec. by Anderson to duly adopt Resolution 2016-14 Assessing Charges to Property
Taxes Payable 2017 for Past Due Utility Charges. Morrow-yes, Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Scheff-yes,
Newville-yes. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Holm, sec. by Morrow approving the following bills over $500 for payment: Hometown
Sanitation, $803.81, fall clean up, Harrison Truck Center, $5248.51, yellow truck repairs. Holm-yes,
Morrow-yes, Scheff-yes, Anderson-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 5-0
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Having a council work session was discussed. The topic will be revisited in January.

Council was given an update on the police commission meeting held on Monday, November 14™.
Sherburn is exploring the idea of combining the administrator job with the police chief’s job. Welcome’s
contribution to the chief’s salary would be reduced by the percentage of time the chief will be doing
administrative duties for the City of Sherburn. Sherburn would also be accountable for any additional
expense incurred by the department by having the two positions combined. This will be a one year trial
with a review process after six months. The commission approved the combination of the two positions
and no council members expressed concern on having any issues with the proposal.

Holm reported that Chief Schuett only received one bid on the improvements to the rest room in the fire
hall and it was from Day Plumbing for $943.00. Schuett is seeking council approval to move forward.
Motion by Holm, sec. by Scheff approving the bid from Day Plumbing for $943.00. Holm-yes, Scheff-
yes, Morrow-yes, Anderson-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 5-0.

Discussed the mail boxes on Hopp Street.

A quote for the bar screen motor repair was received from Vulcan Industries for $4340.00. Public works
didn’t know the warranty period for the repair. Public works will get that information and the supervisors
where given the authority to make the decision on the repair.

Public works is requesting permission to attend a meeting in Mankato about the phosphorus limits the
MPCA is placing on small communities. The presentation will be made by two environmental lawyers
with experience in environmental interests. For a small yearly fee they will help communities fight the
MPCA with the costly limits placed on them and fight for real solutions to improve water quality. The
limits or additional restrictions cost communities hundreds of thousands of dollars in facility upgrades.
Motion by Scheff, sec. by Newville approving the attendance by public works. Scheff-yes, Newville-yes,
Anderson-no, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes. Carried 4-1.

Sludge hauling is done for the year.

Motion by Scheff, sec. by Anderson and carried to adjourn at 6:47p.m..

Deb Hansen
City Clerk/ Treasurer






