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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Welcome Website: Welcomemn.govoffice2.com 
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Tuesday, May 16,  2017 at 6:00p.m. in the 
city hall. 
 
Present: Mayor John Newville; Council Members Kim Holm, Scott Morrow, Eric Anderson and 

City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen 
 
Also Present: Larry Fullerton, Emily Sickels, Dawn Jagodzinske, Sharon Rosen Sentinel, Mary William 

Cemetery Society, Travis Winter Bolton and Menk, Greg Burkhardt Burkhardt and 
Burkhardt, Bradey Schmidt and Max Longley Public Works 

 
 
Mayor Newville called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m.. 
 
During the open comment section Larry Fullerton commented on a section of 2nd street that needs some  
attention by public works to prevent the street from breaking up and also questioned what is being done  
by the city to prevent sewer backups in his section of town. Winter commented that certain sections will  
be  targeted for testing to see where the additional flow is coming from.  
 
Newville added Mary Williams from the Cemetery Society to the agenda. Motion by Anderson,  sec. by   
Holm approving the agenda with the one addition. Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes, Newville-yes.  
Carried 4-0. 
 
Motion by Anderson,  sec. by Morrow approving the minutes of the regular meeting of May 2, 2017 as  
written and sent to each member for study. Anderson-yes, Morrow-yes, Holm-yes, Newville-yes. Carried  
4-0. 
 
Motion by Anderson, sec. by Holm approving the consent agenda consisting of the Welcome Legion 
April Charitable Gambling Report and the April Police Report. Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes,  
Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
 
Greg Burkhardt from Burkhardt and Burkhardt presented the 2016 Audit. Burkhardt started with the 
Independent Auditor’s Report, than presented the Statement of Net Position, Statement of Activities,  
Balance Sheet of all Governmental Funds, Statement of Net Position for the Water and Sewer Utility,  
Reconciliation  of Cash and Cash Equivalents, Long-Term Debt, Schedule of City’s Share Pension  
Liability, Independent Auditor’s Report, Report on Internal Control and Other Matters. The City  
financially is in a very good position. As in previous years due to the size of the City the lack of  
segregation of duties exists. The City also doesn’t have internal control system designed to provide the  
preparation of financial statement. This control deficiency isn’t unusual in a City of your size. During  
2016 the city failed to accept donations by resolution of the council and transferred these donations to the  
fire relief association without specific statutory. The City will ensure all future donations comply with the  
statutory requirements. Motion by Anderson, sec. by Holm approving the 2016 Audit as presented.  
Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
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Motion by Anderson, sec. by Holm approving the following bills over $500 for payment: Beemer 
Companies, $750.00, four loads septic, Martin County Star, $1082.00 publishing, St. Croix Recreational, 
$34,750.40, playground equipment, FREA, $1105.00, WWTP, FREA, $1003.00, streetlights,  
Water/Sewer Maint., $7295.34, transfer funds, UC Labs, $789.00, wastewater analysis, Safety and 
Security Consultation, $2400.00, fire department training. Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-yes, 
Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
 
Longley passes his Class B Wastewater test and is eligible for his class B license and should get a .25  
increase in pay. Motion by Anderson, sec. by Morrow approving the increase effective May 6th.  
Anderson-yes, Morrow-yes, Holm-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
 
The purchase of the Chevy truck was not a budgeted item. Motion by Morrow, sec. by Holm to move  
$28,110.60 from the equipment account into the general fund to pay for the purchase. Morrow-yes, Holm- 
yes, Anderson-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
 
In July the first meeting falls on the 4th of July. Motion by Anderson, sec. by Morrow to have only one  
meeting in July. Anderson-yes, Morrow-yes, Holm-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 4-0.  
 
Two applicants were received for appointment to the vacant seat from the resignation of Scot Scheff. 
They are Emily Benson-Sickels and Amada Monk. Monk with her employment with Watonwan County 
has some governmental experience. Motion by Anderson, sec. by Holm to appoint Amanda Monk to  
vacant council seat. Anderson-yes, Holm-yes, Morrow-no, Newville-yes. Carried 3-1. 
 
Mary Williams with the Cemetery Society reported some items that were discussed at the meeting held 
earlier today.  The circles will be redone with pavers, plaque at the bottom of the bell, trimming  
evergreens, and the storage shed roofing and trim, and cleaning the stones in the memorial were some  
items that were discussed.  The society will help with some expenses in the redoing of the circle and to 
what extent needs to be determined. 
 
Travis Winter from Bolton and Menk gave a brief update on the tower project. The bids are out and are 
scheduled to be opened June 2nd at 10:00am at city hall. The utilities in the alley will be eliminated with  
routing a main on Campbell Street. He will bring a plan of action on the sanitary sewer issues in the 2nd 

street and Van Amber Street sections of town at the next council meeting. 
 
Flowers and prices were discussed. Motion by Morrow, sec. by Holm to purchase wave petunias from 
Janzen’s Greenhouse. Morrow-yes, Holm-yes, Anderson-yes, Newville-yes. Carried 4-0. 
 
Discussed the purchase of a rear discharge mowers. The Boat House has Toro mowers with a rear  
discharge and they are just cheaper versions of the Exmarks. Motion by Morrow to purchase the Radius  
S-Series for $8879.00. Discussed the difference in the two mowers and council would like to have a two  
year trade price in writing. Morrow recinds previous motion.  Schmidt will get something in writing on 
the trade difference and the clerk will make sure council gets the information.  
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Discussed a service line issue on a house on Dugan Street. The water main is located on the east side of  
the road. The city will bore a new line from the main to the curb stop.  
 
Discussed spring clean up and what measures can be taken to keep nonresidents from participation. The  
clerk will check with other towns to see what they do. 
 
The siren should be here next week and will be installed east of the WTP. The new truck needs running 
boards, spray box liner, mud flaps, and safety lights on the roof.  
 
Motion by Morrow, sec. by Holm and carried to adjourn at 7:55p.m.. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Deb Hansen 
City Clerk/Treasurer  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


