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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at 6:00p.m. in the 
city hall.

Present: Mayor H. Bocky Borchardt; Council Members Wes Strausser, Brian Sandberg, John 
Larson and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen

Also Present: Chris Borchardt, Mary Ann DeBus, Mary Williams, Eric Anderson, James and Diane 
Korte, Jim Chukuske, Bill Chukuske, Bill Petersen, Scott Morrow, John Shell Public 
Works, Brad Potter and Matt Brand I & S Group, and Karen Cavett Bonestroo, Jerry 
Jorgensen Roessler Nuss & Co.

Absent: David Cook

Mayor Borchardt called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m.

An addition was made to the minutes of the June 1, 2010 meeting. In the paragraph referring to a letter to
be sent to John Edman  The clerk and Sandberg was instructed to draft a letter. Motion by Sandberg, sec.
by Larsen Larson to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2010 meeting as written with the one addition that
was sent to each council member for study. Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes.
Carried 4-0.

Motion by Larson, sec. by Strausser to approve all bills paid in the month of April 2010, totaling 
$26,498.17. See Attachment A for a list and a copy of all invoices paid are available at city hall for 
public viewing. 

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Sandberg to duly adopt Resolution 2010-08 Vacating Quarterline Street. 
Strausser-yes, Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson authorizing Mayor Borchardt to sign the easement agreement with 
the Storbeck’s. Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, Sandberg-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Motion by Sandberg, sec. by Strausser to accept the May 2010 Police Report. Sandberg-yes, Strausser-
yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Chris Borchardt explained his tiling plans to the property he plans to build a house on to council. The 
clerk will notify and invite all effected property owners to the next council meeting to make sure there are 
no objections to his plan. 

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to approve the following bills over $500.00 for payment: Deb 
Hansen, $1125.00, three months of health insurance premiums, Maguire Iron, $1190.00, water tower 
maintenance, Martin County Star, $741.48, publishing, Waste Management, $881.63, spring clean up, 
Minnesota Department of Health, $519.00, water connection fee. Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, Strausser-
yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.
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The combination draft letter to be sent to Edman was discussed. Motion by Larson, sec. by Strausser to 
use the letter drafted by Sandberg minus one sentence with the three remaining items that need attention
that was provided by the clerk. Each council member will sign the letter before it is mailed to Edman 
along with the dates that each of the three remaining items have been sent to his office. Larson-yes, 
Strausser-yes, Sandberg-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Karen Cavett from Bonestroo addressed council about the proposed site for the ponds. The area has a lot 
of clay and with all the rain in the last couple of weeks the water table at the location is extremely high. 
Cavett is hoping the water table is perched and with a couple of dry weeks will return to normal. The 
resubmission of the plan to the MPCA project priority list increased the city’s points and moved the city 
from 135 on the list to 40. The PFA cutoff is around number 45 on the list. Cavett’s goal is to keep all 
funding options open. A public hearing needs to held before the end of June. A public hearing was 
scheduled for Thursday June 24th at 7:00p.m. at city hall. 

The request for influent limits for the ponds should be submitted to the MPCA as soon as possible along 
with the application. Motion by Strausser, sec. by Sandberg to approve payment to the MPCA for the 
application fee of $1550.00. Strausser-yes, Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

 An increase in flow at the wastewater treatment facility is another concern. In October of 2009, 
something happened to the sewer system because of the dramatic increase in flow at that time. The high I 
& I at the plant must be located and it will be difficult to find. Manholes have been checked to try to 
isolate the location. The best way to find the failure would be to televise the clay lines in town. The 
increase in the average flow is too large and Rural Development will not fund the project at the current 
levels.

Matt Brand from I & S gave a brief overview of the finalization of the 2009 Reconstruction Projects.
Touch up and repair of some of the concrete work, more restoration work needs to be done, the surface 
mix at Circle Drive needs to be addressed, and the tile issue at 4th and Hulseman will be investigated.

Bill Chukuske requested compensation for his parent’s problems at their property since the reconstruction
project.  The Chukuske’s have invested at least $5000.00 to correct the drainage problem that developed 
after the reconstruction and someone needs to be held accountable. Brand will get a hold of the contractor
and dig from the Hulseman side to see where the excess groundwater water is coming from.

Jerry Jorgensen from Roessler and Nuss presented the 2009 City Audit. Jorgensen stated as noted in 
previous years there is a lack in segregation of duties due to the small number of personnel involved with 
the accounting process. Jorgensen explained the different statements of net assets and activities and 
reviewed all of the funds financial statements. Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to approve the 2009 
Audit as presented and approve the following fund transfers: water and sewer fund owes general fund 
$4060.76, water and sewer owes EDA $40,000.00, general fund owes capital projects $423.19, general 
fund owes water and sewer und $1451.90. Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, Sandberg-yes, Borchardt-yes. 
Carried 4-0.



(763)

Welcome City Council Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2010-Page 2

Scott Morrow requested permission to connect his sewer connection from his house into the manhole 
instead of the main. The consensus is to allow him to connect to the sewer in the manner he has requested
but he needs to have an inside drop pipe in the manhole to direct the flow. Morrow also inquired if the 
city has a building inspector and was told no.

Steve Griese who was contracted to fix the pipe rails at the park has no liability insurance. This is a 
requirement for all contractors who do work for the city. Griese stated he could stop now and bill the city 
for what has been completed and the city could find another contractor to finish the job. Motion by 
Strausser, sec. by Larson to waive the insurance requirement on this project only. Strausser-yes, Larson-
yes, Sandberg-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Moving forward insurance information needs to be provided along with the bid.

The clerk will research on what can be done with Kennedy property on Montgomery Street.

Changing the August council meeting was discussed.

Shell from public works reported Dewar will be here this week to fix the UV light at the WWTP and will 
inquire on running electrical to an outlet at the WTP for the dialer. Shell stated that Longley didn’t leave 
enough keys for Shell to access certain areas and Shell was using his personal phone for work related 
purposes. Having a city cell phone and a complete set of keys for a part time employee was discussed.
Motion by Larson, sec. by Sandberg to give Shell, the part time employee, a set of public works keys and 
a city cell phone. Larson-yes, Sandberg-yes, Strausser-no, Borchardt-yes. Carried 3-1.

Shell requested to be put on the July 20, 2010 agenda.

Motion by Borchardt, sec. by Larson requesting the clerk to provide an agenda packet to public works
and Longley will share information with Shell.  Borchardt-yes, Larson-yes, Sandberg-yes, Strausser-no.
Carried 3-1.

Motion by Strausser to donate nonfunctioning fire hydrants to the Terril, IA Fire Department died due to 
lack of a second.

Council tabled the new sweeper repair quote that was previously approved because the first quote of 
$461.70 contained no labor. The new quote with labor $1737.45. Shell will look at the sweeper and see if 
he can do the repairs himself.

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Sandberg and carried to adjourn at 8:50p.m.

_________________________
Deb Hansen
City Clerk/Treasurer




