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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Wednesday, October 22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.
in the city hall.

Present: Mayor Eric Anderson; Council Members H. Bocky Borchardt, John Borchardt, Wes
Strausser, Louis Weyer and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen

Also Present: John Larson, Dave Hanson, Joe Bromeland, Jack Newville, Brad Potter from I & S Group,
Diane Korte, James Korte, Susan Borchardt, John McDonald, and Kathie Gronnel-McDonald

Mayor Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:05p.m.

Motion by Bocky Borchardt, sec. by Weyer to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of October 9,
2008 as written and sent to each council member for study. Carried 5-0.

A decision on allowing another off-sale license was tabled until tonight’s meeting. Joe Bromeland, a
lawyer representing the McDonald’s spoke on their behalf opposing an amendment to city code to allow
another off-sale license in the city. Diane and James Korte presented a signed petition to show support for
another off-sale license and stated allowing them to have an off-sale was another way to grow their
business. The same situation was previously presented to council and the consensus of the council is

to stick to a decision made previously and allow only one off-sale license in the city. Motion by Strausser,
sec. by Weyer to leave city code as written that only one off-sale license available and that license is
currently held by Kathie’s Bottle Shop. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Bocky Borchardt to rescind a previous motion to void a conditional

use permit issued to Dave Hanson to build storage units on Sewell Street. Upon further review Mr.
Hanson was making use of the permit by starting construction on the buildings before the expiration date
of the permit which originally thought to be October 2 and the correct date was October 9. Carried 5-0.

Brad Potter from I & S Group presented the council with the Capital Improvement Program and the
Utility Rate Study. Mr. Potter stressed the importance of keeping the public informed on the need and
value these projects has to all the citizens of Welcome. The more information the citizens have the

better they understand why the money is being spent. The Utility Rate Study was presented and four
scenarios were proposed. Installing the radio read meters will be a high priority for the public works dept.
along with the evaluation of the bulk water rate charged. The water rates the city currently charges needs
the most attention because of the payment on the new well. Mr. Potter expressed to the council to educate
the public on the rate increases and the projects that need to be paid for to enhance the service the city
provides. The update on the WWTP is a project the city has to do to stay in compliance with the
Minnesota Pollution Agency and phosphorous removal regulations.

A council member excused himself at 7:00p.m.
Motion by Anderson, sec. by Weyer to table the home condition ordinance until further research
on enforcement and how the concept works in communities that have a home condition ordinance.

The main concern is for the health and safety of citizens of the city. Carried 4-0.
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The council had reservations on the discontinuing the electrical service to the Hansen-Keck concession.
Jerry from FREA advised the council to continue service.

The clerk informed the council that the unpaid utility bill on trailer #25 had been paid. Only one trailer
remains owing the city for water/sewer since the change in the trailer park billing.

Motion by Weyer, sec. by Strausser to accept the Legion September Charitable Gambling Report. Carried
4-0.

Motion by Weyer, sec. by Bocky Borchardt to accept the September Fox Lake Conservation Club
Charitable Gambling Report. Carried 4-0.

Motion by Bocky Borchardt, sec. by Anderson to accept the following August and September Police
Reports. August: 911 Hang/Up-1, Alarm-5, Animal Complaint-16, Assault-1, Assist MCSO-2, Assist
MSP-2, Assist Other-24, ATL-1, Burglary-1, Civil Issue-2, Civil Standby-3, Crash 10/50-1, Domestic-2,
Driving Complaint-6, Fire/Sherburn-1, Fraud-3, Funeral Escort-4, Harassment-2, Illegal Dumping-1,
Informational-1, JV Nuisance-1, Medical/Sherburn-6, Medical/Welcome-2, Motorist Assist-4, NSF
Checks-5, Open Door/Window-2, Ordinance Violation-1, Suspicious Person-1, Theft-2, Threats-1,
Traffic Stops-13, Warrant Service-2, Total Arrests: 2, Total Citations: 6. September: Alarm-3, Animal
Complaint-12, Assist MCSO-1, Assist MSP-2, Assist Other-12, ATL-3, Burglary-2, Civil Issue-1, Crash
10/50-1, Criminal Damage/Property-4, Directed Patrol-3, Disturbance-4, Driving Complaint-3, Fraud-1,
Funeral Escort-1, Informational-7, JV Nuisance-4, Medical/Sherburn-3, Medical/Welcome-3, Mentally
I11 Person-3, Missing Person/Adult-1, Motorist Assist-3, MV Damage-4, Open Door/Window-4, Paper
Service-2, Parking Complaint-1, Probation Violation-2, Prowler-1, Suspicious Person-1, Suspicious
Circumstances-5, Suspicious Vehicle-2, Theft-8, Traffic Stops-3, Warrant Service-1, Total Arrests: 3,
Total Citations: 0.

The clerk informed the council the address for the city website is http://welcomemn.govoffice2.com.

Due to the general election on November 2, 2008 the council meeting will be changed to Wednesday
November 5, 2008 at 6:00p.m. at city hall.

The following Zone Permit Report was accepted: David Hanson, 208 Sewell Street, building two storage
facilities.

Two bids for the road at the cemetery where received. One bid from Beemer Companies for $5888.00 and
another from Finke Excavating for $7232.00. Motion by Strausser, sec. by Bocky Borchardt to accept
the bid from Beemer for $5888.00 and proceed with the project. Carried 4-0.

The clerk informed the council the sanitary sewer extension permit for VeraSun had been denied and the
MPCA has imposed a fine in the amount of $1999.00 to the city for a number of violations. Steve Carson,
the licensed operator for the WWTP has drafted a letter to VeraSun recommending the changes needed to
comply with issues raised by the MPCA and recommended the city to pay the fine because fighting it
will be more expensive than the fine imposed.


http://welcomemn.govoffice2.com/
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The clerk requested permission to move funds from the Legion Park Donation to the general fund to pay
PLC for the installation of the playground equipment. Motion by Anderson, sec. by Bocky Borchardt to
allow the transfer of $3058.91. Carried 4-0.

The clerk requested permission to move funds from the Nadine Johnson Endowment interest account to
fund to pay for the tiling done by Beemers to correct the flooding situation next to the shelter house.
Motion by Bocky Borchardt, sec. by Weyer to transfer $2750.00 to the general fund to pay for the project.
Carried 4-0.

Motion by Anderson, sec. by Strausser to adjourn at 7:40p.m. Carried 4-0.

Deb Hansen
City Clerk/Treasurer



