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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Tuesday February 2, 2010 at 5:00p.m. in the 
city hall.

Present: Mayor H. Bocky Borchardt; Council Members Wes Strausser, David Cook,
John Larson and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen

Also Present: Louis Weyer, Richard Koons, Eric Anderson, Brian Sandberg, Ryan Anderson, Max 
Longley, Neil Hiatt Public Works, Jennifer Brookings Fairmont Sentinel

Mayor Borchardt called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m.

Before approval of the January 19, 2010 meeting minutes both Cook and Strausser stated that the council 
should hear Richard Koons side of the snow blowing incident. Koons stated his side of the story should
have been heard before any discussion was published in the unofficial minutes in the newspaper. Koons 
said he did have approval from public works before he blew open First Street and the stub road. Weyer 
stated the approval was communicated to him while he was still serving on city council. Motion 
by Strausser, sec. by Cook to strike both sentences referring to Koons from the January 19, 2010 minutes. 
Strausser, yes, Cook-yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Stricken from minutes are the two sentences referring to Richard Koons and a correction of two spelling
errors. One is in the paragraph in which Edman explained the vacancy procedure in the minutes the
sentence reads the resigning council member cannot vote on the appointment or his or her, the first or 
should be on his or her. The second correction was at the very end of the meeting Marsha was spelled
Marsh. Motion by Larson, sec. by Cook to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2010 regular meeting 
with the above corrections as written and sent to each council member for study. Larson-yes, Cook-yes, 
Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Cook to approve all invoices paid in January totaling $115,035.72. 
See Attachment A for a list. A copy of all invoices paid is on display at city hall for public inspection.
Strausser-yes, Cook-yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

The clerk wanted clarity on the council intentions of unused vacation and vacation carryover. The
employee handbook doesn’t define a year as calendar or anniversary. The intent is no employee should
be in a situation to loose lose vacation. The clerk will find out the verbiage the auditors want in the
handbook.

The following bills need approval: Kansas State Bank, Fire Dept. Pumper Payment, $40,753.96
(Welcome share $7873.96), WFS, diesel Fuel, $1165.06, Federated Rural Electric, Streetlights, $819.00,
Federated Rural Electric, WWTP, $2164.00, Water/Sewer Maintenance Fund, $6870.00, deposit utility
fees into savings. Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to approve the above bills for payment. 
Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, Cook-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

The date of the City of Welcome Local Board of Appeal and Equalization has been set for Tuesday, April
20, 6:30p.m. at the Welcome City Hall.
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Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to change the council member who is the insurance contact with
Lonnie from Borchardt to Cook. Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, Cook-abstain, Borchardt-yes. Carried 3-0
with one abstaining.

Motion by Larson, sec. by Cook to approve the Fox Lake Conservation Club November and December 
Charitable Gambling Reports. Larson-yes, Cook-yes, Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Public Works will camera Vic Abelson’s sewer line and Brian from I & S Group will be involved to
determine if the problem Abelson’s had is a city issue.

Motion by Cook, sec. by Larson to approve the purchase of phosphorous credits from Mankato for the 
year 2010. Cook-yes, Larson-yes, Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

Due to N.W. Agronomy and the NuWay Hydrant usage is seasonal radio read meters will not be installed
on those two accounts. The meters would cost over $500.00 per account. A list of remaining installations
of radio reads will be available at the next council meeting.

The grader blew out a rear tire before Graham Tire was here to install the front new radial tires that were
approved at the last council meeting. One of the two new front tires will not work on the rear because
of the size. Public Works called Strausser and Larson to make a decision on tires for the grader. One of
the functions of the committees are to make decisions in emergency situations. The decision was made to
order an additional four new radial tires for the rear for a total cost of approximately $8100.00 for six new
tires for the grader. Motion by Borchardt, sec. by Cook to approve the additional purchase of four radial
tires for the rear. Borchardt-yes, Cook-yes, Larson-yes, Strausser-yes. Carried 4-0. 

The council asked Hiatt if public works could clean snow around the fire hydrants and clean drains
so when the snow melts the water has some where to drain. 

The council will wait until an appointment is made to fill the vacancy on council before council appoints a 
new Mayor Pro Tem due to the resignation of Louis Weyer.

Borchardt asked Koons if he is satisfied with the outcome of tonight’s meeting. Koons stated he is at least 
owed an apology because he never was given the opportunity to defend himself. Borchardt extended an 
apology to him. Mayor Borchardt replied the city has an internal problem that needs to be dealt with but 
not during a public meeting. The street committee will meet tomorrow at 3:00p.m. at city hall with the 
public works employee in question. Koons and Weyer are welcome to attend.

The clerk handed out specifications of the fire hall door that Chief Mulso provided so council would have 
the opportunity to look them before bids are requested. 

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to adjourn at 5:56p.m. Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, Cook-yes, 
Borchardt-yes. Carried 4-0.

________________________
Deb Hansen City Clerk/Treasurer




