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WELCOME CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
A regular meeting of the Welcome City Council was held on Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at 6:00p.m. in the 
city hall.

Present: Mayor H. Bocky Borchardt; Council Members Wes Strausser, Brian Sandberg, David 
Cook, John Larson and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Hansen

Also Present: Steve Carson, Mary Ann DeBus, Mary Williams, James and Mary Ann Wohlhuter, Jo 
Wohlhuter, James Korte, Steve and Melvia Nelsen, Bill Chukuske, Tammy Williams,

Cindy Boler, Jamie Chukuske, James Chukuske, John Shell, Max Longley, Pam Meyer MPCA, 
Jay Mulso WFD, Matt Brand and Chuck Vermeersch I & S Group

Mayor Borchardt called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Cook to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of August 11, 2010 as
written and sent to each member for study. Strausser-yes, Cook-yes, Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes,
Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.

Bill Chukuske explained that since the Fourth Street Reconstruction Project his parent’s house has 
experienced water problems that they never had before the construction project begin began. Matt Brand 
explained where the tile was capped and reconnected. Holtmeier was given numerous opportunities to 
explain why they did what they did and never responded to the inquiries made by Brand. Brand will 
work with a couple of council members because the reconnection is not flowing like it should with the 
wet weather we have experienced. Brand will request the contractor compensate the Chukuske’s for the
damage done to the flooring, finished walls, installation of drainage system, sump pump rental, digging, 
and the cost of time and materials to redo the previously the finished basement once it is dry. The total 
amount of compensation requested is $19,258.41. If the contractor fails to make payment within a two 
week time frame the city will compensate the Chukuske’s and than then deduct the payment from the 
final balance due the contractor. Motion by Cook, sec. by Strausser to delegate Larson and Sandberg as 
the council representatives working with Brand and Holtmeier to correct the drainage flow. Cook-yes, 
Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 3-0 with Sandberg and Larson abstaining. 

Brand noted the contractor has about $55,000 due from this project and many items need to be completed 
before final payment will be made. Erosion repair in Chukuske yard, weed control along Hopp and the 
north end of Kruse, infill and reseeding eroded areas along Hopp and north end of Kruse, replace west 
side of concrete ramp on south side of 4th Street, install concrete sidewalk in front of Schneider residence, 
and providing televised tapes of all the new sanitary sewer as required by specifications. 

Melvia Nelsen mentioned the french drain in the near their property has created a slew like environment. 
Brand explained that some maintenance items need to be done by public works after rain storms in a catch 
basin that will help the drains performance. Other alternatives for the drainage were considered but they 
where were not financially feasible. The drain is in a public right of way and the city will make sure it is 
maintained properly.
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Televising the three additional areas of concern in the sanitary sewer collection system was discussed.
Holtmeier could do those areas when the other areas are done for $1.25 per foot. The additional feet 
would be 2210 for a total cost before tax of $2763.00. Motion by Strausser, sec. by Sandberg to approve 
the additional televising for $2763.00 plus tax. Strausser-yes, Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, Cook-yes, 
Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.

Vermeersch from I & S Group commented on a letter written by Karen Cavett from Bonestroo. The letter
states that the I & I removal should be amended into the facilities plan to keep the city on the IUP list for 
funding with the PFA. The cost estimate for I & I removal is set at the higher end of the budget. The 
reason is once a number is established the city can’t qualify a higher cost estimate for funding. All of the
projects done concerning the removal of the I & I still will be approved by council. Pam Meyer with the 
MPCA stated the reason the city should approach this as a two phase project because once the I & I  is 
removed the city wont score high enough for placement on the list with just the wastewater portion of the 
project.  Finding what is wrong is not eligible for funding but fixing what is wrong is. Motion by 
Sandberg, sec. by Strausser to approve  Resolution 2010-21 Amending the Facilities Plan to a Two Phase 
Project. The first phase will be the reduction on I & I into the sanitary sewer collection system and the 
second phase will be the facility update. Sandberg-yes, Strausser-yes, Cook-yes, Larson-yes, Borchardt-
yes. Carried 5-0.

Ordinance # 26 Amending Chapter Three, Section 3.02 Subd. 14 and adding Subd. 15 to Water Systems
of the Welcome City Code of 2002 was introduced. This ordinance allows for assessment procedure the 
city will use when assessing unpaid utility charges to the property owners taxes. 

Ordinance # 27 Changing the Number of Intoxicating Off-Sale Liquor Licenses was introduced. The 
number of available off-sale licenses was changed from one to three.  

Motion by Strausser, sec. by Larson to duly adopt Resolution 2010-20 Changing Fees Listed in the Code 
Book. The fee for the off-sale liquor license was changed from $100.00 to $240.00. Strausser-yes, 
Larson-yes, Sandberg-yes, Cook-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Larson, sec. by Cook to approve the following bills over $500.00 for payment: Bank of 
Zumbrota, $21,633.00, Well # 5 payment, Landscaping Plus, $676.88, mowing cemetery payment #2,
Deb Hansen, $1125.00, three months health insurance premium. Larson-yes, Cook-yes, Sandberg-yes, 
Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.

Motion by Sandberg, sec. by Cook to accept the Fox Lake Conservation Club and Welcome Legion 
Charitable Gambling Reports for the month of July. Sandberg-yes, Cook-yes, Strausser-yes, Larson-yes, 
Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0. 
 
Motion by Strausser, sec. by Cook to sell the Well #3 Property for $300.00 less the credit giving to the 
Wolter’s for maintaining the property of $299.00 for a net of $1.00. The clerk was instructed to draft the 
necessary resolution to convey the property to the Wolter’s. Strausser-yes, Cook-yes, Sandberg-yes, 
Larson-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.
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Motion by Sandberg, sec. by Larson to approve the July Police Report. Sandberg-yes, Larson-yes, 
Cook-yes, Strausser-yes, Borchardt-yes. Carried 5-0.

Mary Ann Wohlhuter expressed her dissatisfaction with the way the insurance company has handled the 
claims on damaged stones at the cemetery. It has been an number of months since the damage was done
and the claims have been denied and if the insurance company is not going to pay the city should because 
the stones where damaged during the same incident. Motion by Strausser to fix the stones. Borchardt 
explained that just because the city owns the cemetery the city is not responsible for everything that goes 
on at the cemetery. Motion died to a lack of a second. Clerk was instructed to contact the insurance 
company and the city attorney and to keep council informed on the progress. If the insurance company
doesn’t have any answers by the next meeting and the city attorney doesn’t object to the city using tax 
payer money paying for the stones a second will be made to the motion Strausser made tonight. 

The preliminary 2011 Budget was discussed.

Motion by Larson, sec. by Strausser and carried to adjourn at 8:20p.m.

_________________________________
Deb Hansen
City Clerk/Treasurer


